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REACHING OUT 10 OTHERS TOGETHER

SENATOR SPENCER COGGS OF MILWAUKEE, WI INVITES
KENNETH E. BARNES, SR., MS FOUNDER/CEO OF ROOT
(REACHING OUT TO OTHERS TOGETHER) INC. TO ADDRESS
WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE ON THE RESPONSIBLE
GUN OWNERSHIP BILL

WHO: Senator Spencer Coggs (Milwaukee, W), Mayor Tom Barrett (City
of Milwaukee), Dr. Stephen Hargarten (Medical College of Wisconsin)
Debra Fifer, Marna Winbush, and Beverly Anderson (Mothers Against
Gun Violence), Kenneth E. Barnes, Sr., MS, Founder/CEQ, and Dr.
Christopher Thompson, Board member, Boston, MA MPD (ROOT, Inc
headquartered in Washington, DC)

WHAT: Mr. Barnes of ROOT is invited by Senator Spencer Coggs of
Wisconsin and Debra Fifer, Chair of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Million
Mom March, to offer expert testimony at an open hearing regarding
Senate Bill 104, requiring background checks on the sales of "gray” or
secondary, market handguns and firearms restrictions record searches
for certain transfers of handguns involving residents of Milwaukee
County, requiring the exercise of rule-making authority, and providing a
penalty.

WHEN: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 at 2:30pm, Press Conference
Tuesday, May 29, 2007 at 3:00pm, Testimony

WHERE: Milwaukee Department of Natural Resource Building Office
2300 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI.
Press Room.

WHY: ROOT is embarking on a national coalition and movement to
address the epidemic of gun violence facing major cities throughout the
United States of America. Mr. Barnes has been invited to Milwaukee to
bring this message and his expertise to state legislators, along with the
ROOT Guns Aside Campaign to address the epidemic of violence that
exists in Milwaukee, Wi and throughout the country. During his visit Mr.
Barnes will attend numerous functions and will be the guest of Senator
Coggs and Mayor Barrett. Mr. Barnes will also appear on several local
radio and television shows, as well as attend the Greater Milwaukee
Foundation Luncheon and the New Horizons and Career Youth
Development Dinner as an honored guest.

811 Florida Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001 « Office (202) 332-ROOT « Toll Free (866) 570-ROOT + Fax (202) 332-8250

www.ROOTinc.ora » ROOTING@ROOTIne.org

“Teo many lives are being lost; too many victims injured, and too many communities are being held stage fo this systemic and endemic
tide of violence. As a government, and as a community, we must begin to offer proactive, rather than reactive, alternatives.”

Kenneth E. Bames, Sr., MS
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The Responsible Gun Ownership Bill - SB 104 is a statewide bill that will
require criminal background checks for private citizen gun sales or
transfers. This bill will carry penalties that will encourage responsible gun
ownership. Those who violate this bill could face up to 9 months in prison
and /or a $10,000 fine. The bill will be introduced in the Labor Election
and Urban Affairs Committee on May 29, 2007 in Milwaukee. The chair of
the committee is State Senator Spencer Coggs.

ROOT (Reaching Out to Others Together) Inc. a nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
organization, is committed to advocacy and intervention on behalf of
homicide victims and their families. Our mission is to motivate and
mobilize communities to take a proactive approach to reducing homicides
and the senseless gun and youth violence plaguing our cities.

Press Info: Priscilla Clarke (pclarkepr@aol.com) Clarke & Associates
@ Tel. 202-723-2200 or visit www.clarkepr.com

ROOT Info: ROOT, Inc. at 202-332-7668, 1-866-570-ROOT or visit
www.rootinc.org
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REACHING OUT to OTHERS TOGETHER

Senate Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Aftairs
2007 Senate Bill 104
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
May 28, 2007

3:00 PM

Testimony submitted by:
Kenneth E. Barnes, Sr., MS

Founder and CEOQ

ROOT Inc.
811 Florida Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20001

WWWw.rootine.org




Good afternoon esteemed members of the Senate Committee of Labor, Elections
and Urban Affairs. Thank you for affording me this opportunity to speak. My name is
Kenneth E. Barnes, Sr. [ am from Washington, DC and | represent ROOT INC., the
acronym stands for Reaching Out to Others Together. The issue of gun violence is one
that is both epidemic and pandemic, not just in city of Milwaukee, but in most major
cities throughout the United States of America. In fact based on data for 2005 homicides,
according to Federal Bureau of Investigation Uniform Crime Reports, Milwaukee ranked
12" with a murder rate of 20.6.

You see, I for one know first hand the effects of the ravage of homicide. In
September of 2001, my only son and eldest child was brutally murdered as a victim of
gun violence. The young man who murdered him was 17 years of age at the time and
was wanted for at least 2 other murders of which the authorities were aware. Also it was
[ who got information from the community and was able to provide this information to
the authorities. The young man was apprehended within the next week. This young man
obviously was either given, bought, or had stolen the weapon that was used to murder my
son as well as at least two others.

Why am [ here today before this august body offering insight and testimony?
First I stand before you as a victim of gun violence, having lost my only son and oldest
child. Regardless of how anyone may feel about losing a family member to gun violence,
the only way to truly understand is to lose a family member to gun violence. I stand
before you as a clinician, having received a MS in clinical psychology and as a third year
doctoral student, whose formal education was cut short by the tragedy of my son’s

murder. [ stand before you as someone who grew up in the inner city of Washington DC,




who from empirical knowledge understands the dynamics surrounding poverty, crime,
lack of education, and violence - all directly correlating to one another.  Let me state
emphatically for the record that I agree with the definition by the Center For Disease
Contro] that violence is not the problem but a symptom of the problem.  Furthermore
there needs to be a national movement and campaign to address the epidemic of the
prevalence gun violence facing far too many communities, such as Milwaukee,
throughout our nation. ROOT has embarked on such a national movement and campaign
that is picking up momentum in cities throughout the country. Our effort is beginning to
resonate throughout the halls of Congress. There has to a national cohesive strategy to
deal with these issues. Therefore when asked by Senator Coggs and Deborah Fifer to
travel hundreds of miles to offer my testimony before your committee regarding Senate
Bill 104, I was honored and more than wiling to do so.

There is a quote by me that is on ROOT letterhead, on ROOT’s website, all
ROOT literature, and my personal ROOT email signature stating, “Too many lives are
being lost; too many victims injured; and too many communities are being held hostage
to this systemic and endemic tide of violence. As a government and as a community, we
must begin to offer proactive, rather than reactive, alternatives.” I look at Senate Bill
104 as a proactive approach rather than a reactive alternative. Why do I say this? It is my
understanding, to put it simply, that Senate Bill 104 requires a background check before
an individual may sell or transfer rights of firearms to another individual. This makes
perfect sense to me.

Let me regress to a statement made earlier in my testimony, which was that the

young man that had murdered my son had been given, possibly stolen or bougbt a




handgun. Now according to current laws in Milwaukee County, this same young man
could move to Milwaukee and have a family member, friend, or stranger give or sell him
a gun without a background check. In Washington, DC our city laws are probably the
most stringent in the United States; yet there is a prevalence of hand guns that seem to
belie that point. As citizens in Milwaukee County, you legally have the right to gun
ownership. As founder and CEO of ROOT, it is not the position of our organization to
take a stance either for or against the individual’s right to bear arms. It is the position of
ROOT to take a stance against gun violence. What I am here to say is that Senate Bill
104 requiring a background check before transferring gun ownership from one individual
to another after it has been bought legally, only makes sense as a proactive approach to
prevent tragedies from occurring. For example, unless it is something I do not quite
understand, a citizen of Milwaukee County can currently give a gun, or sell a gun to
another citizen - whether it be a family member, friend, or stranger in Milwaukee County
with no background check at all. What, under current law, prevents a citizen of
Milwaukee County from giving or selling a gun to a hijacker, murderer, robber, and bank
robber, someone who has a restraining order against them or even a serial killer - for
God’s sake? From my understanding all that this law is asking is to prevent guns from
getting into the hands of those who may not have good intentions to be responsible gun
owners. To think that this is an attack on the rights of an individual to bear arms or an
attack on second amendment issues, in my humble opinion, is totally ridiculous. If that
were the case, I can assure you that I would not have traveled from Washington, DC to

Milwaukee, Wisconsin no matter who requested to support such an attack.
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REACHING OUT to OTHERS TOGETHER

Kenneth E. Bames, Sr., MS

Kenneth E. Bames, Sr., MS, attended Loyola College in Maryland. He was the oldest
student in the program. While Mr. Bames was working towards his doctoral degree,
tragedy of the worst kind struck — his son was murdered.

Rather than do nothing, Mr. Barnes found out through neighborhood sources the identity
of the perpetrator and tumed the information over to the police. it was later discovered
that not only was the killer wanted by the police, he had killed at least two other
individuals of which the authorities were aware. Consequently, the murderer, a 17 year
old youth, was apprehended within a week after the murder of his son.

Since that time, Mr. Bames helped establish the organization ROOT (Reaching Out to
Others Together), Inc. It is his firm contention that because of the efforts of the
community working together, to include the police, community-at-iarge, media, business
community, and himself that the killer so swiftly apprehended.

ROOT (Reaching Out to Others Together), Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)3) organization
committed to advocacy and intsrvertion on behaf of homicide victims and their families.
ROOT's mission is to motivate and mobilize communities to take a proactive approach
in reducing homicides as well as the senseless gun violence and youth violence
plaguing our cities.

Mr. Barnes has conducted workshops and seminars locally and nationally, as well as
testified on numerous occasions before the DC City Council. As the CEO of ROOT, M,
Barnes has been interviewed by the local, national and international media - press,
radio, and television.

Mr. Bames eamed his Masters of Science Degree in Clinical Psychology from the
University of the District of Columbia in 1999. He received his BA in psychology, magna
cum laude, from the University of the District of Columbia in 1997.

He currently serves as the chair on the board of WAMU Radio, American University
Community Counsel; chairs the Program Sub-Committee on the Health Information
Responss Team (DC Department of Health); as well as a member on the board of the
National Capital YMCA and the MidCity Business Association (Washington, DC).

Mr. Barnes is a member of the American Psychological Association, DC Psychological
Association, Association of Black Psychologists, Society for the Psychological Study of
Social Issuss, DC Suicide Prevention Task Force, the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on
Early Chilkdhood Development, the Rotary Club (DC Chapter) and the Greater Shaw/U
Street Roundtable.

811 Florida Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001 « Office (207) 332-R00T Toll Free {968) 570-ROOT » Fax (202) 332-8250

www.ROOTInc.org + ROOTInc@ROOTInc.org
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Kenneth E. Barnes, Sr., MS
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

DOCTORAL Psychology Loyola College of Maryland 1999-2001

Accepted as 2™ year doctoral student 1999
Presenter, Relapse Prevention
Center for Poverty Solutions’ 12™ Annual Statewide Conference

Letter of Appreciation & Workshop Evaluation 1999
Carolyn Harmon, Director of Research and Training, Center for Poverty Solutions

Externship - Ft. Howard VA Mental Health Center July 1599 - May 2000
Letter of recommendation 2000

Mark Nolder, Ph.D., Coordinator, Mental Health Clinic
Mentor and Advisor for African American Students
Dr. D. Haskins, director of Masters Program, Loyola College

Interviewer, Psychology Department Interview Day March 21, 2000
Charter member, Association of Black Psychologists August 2000
Loyola campus, original chapter

Flected Regional Representative, October 2000

The Student Circle Of The Association of Black Psychologists (ABPSI)

MS, Clinical Psychology  University of the District of Columbia 1999
Recipient, Naticnal Service Award, UDC Chapter Psi Chi 1999
Psi Chi President, Certificate of Appreciation 1997-1999
Practicum and volunteer, Andromeda Mental Health Clinic 1998
President, UDC Branch, Psi Chi 1998-1999
Vice-President, Psychology Club 1998-1999
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences Commendation 1998
Psi Chi & Psychology Department
American Academy of Distinguished Students 1997,1998
Recipient, Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students Award 1997-1998
President, UDC Branch, Psi Chi 1997-1998
BA, Psychology University of the District of Columbia 1997

Magna Cum Laude, College of Arts and Sciences
UDC Student Life Development Award Finalist 1997




ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT CONTINUED
BA, Psychology University of the District of Columbia

WHO’S WHO AMONG STUDENTS 1996, 1997
IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES

President, UDC Branch, Psi Chi

Charter Member, UDC Branch of Psi Chi

Co-established first Psi Chi chapter, 1996,1997

(Psychology National Honor Society)

APA MUSA (Minority Undergraduate Student of Excellence Award) Finalist

Honda All-Star Team Challenge Psychology 1996
Honors Curriculum

Dean’s List 1994,1995,1996,1997
National Dean’s List 1994-1995
STUDENT AFFILIATIONS

o Graduate Student Affiliate, American Psychological Association (APA)

e American Psychological Association Graduate Students (APAGS)

Graduate Student Affiliate, Society for the Psychological Study Of Ethnic
Minority Issues (Division 45 - APA)

Graduate Student Affiliate, Division on Addictions (Division 50, APA)

Graduate Student Member, Eastern Psychological Association (EPA)

Graduate Student Member, Association of Black Psychologists (ABPSI)

Graduate Student Member, Society for The Psychological Study of Social Issues
(SPSSD

e Graduate Student Affiliate, District of Columbia Psychological Association

(DCPA)
e Graduate Student Member, Maryland Gical Association (MPA)

»
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AWARDS AND HONORS

2007 Ambassador for Peace North America, Universal Peace Federation

2007 5th Anniversary Semi-Finalist for the Volvo For Life Awards, Washington,
D.C's Greatest Hometown Hero

2007 Verizon Yellow Pages Local Hero

7007 NAACP Youth Council of Washington, DC Outstanding Leadership Award
for Juvenile Justice

2006 Graduate of the Prevent Institute: Moving Towards Violence Prevention, a
six-month collaborative effort with the Department of Health, sponsored by the
Prevent Institute & the University of North Carolina

2006 Awardee of the 9th Annual Suitland Festival/Community Appreciation
2006 DC Idol Hands Community Service Award Presentation

2005 Public Service Award, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement
Executives, Washington DC Chapter

2005 Participant of the 57" National Security Forum at the Air War College
2004 Fort Meyer Protestant Gospel Community Service Award

2004 Loren WarBoys UnSung Hero Awards, Youth Law Center

2004 “Keeping the Dream Alive” Martin Luther King Celebratory Award

2004 Robert Lamb Humanitarian Award, National Organization of Black Law
Enforcement Executives

2003 Banneker Douglas Museun/MCAAHC Community Service Award
December 3, 2001 Kenny Barnes Day (DC Council Resolution)




MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

MEMBERSHIPS

e Washington, DC Rotary Club

Member Incoming Mayor Adrian Fenty, Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Early
Childhood Development

Member Greater Shaw Greater U St. Roundtable

Member District of Columbia Suicide Prevention Taskforce

Member, The Charles F. Menninger Society

Member, American Psychological Association (APA)

Member, Maryland Psychological Association (MPA)

Member, Association Of Black Psychologists, (ABPSI)

Member, District Of Columbia Psychological Association (DCPA)

Member, Society For The Psychological Study Of Social Issues (SPSSI)
Member, National Association Of The Advancement Of Colored People
(NAACP)

e Member, NOBLE (National Organization Of Black Law Enforcement Officials)

o & & & & & & & o

AFFILIATIONS

Founder, CEO ROOT (Reaching Out To Others Together), Inc. (501(c)(3)
Chair, WAMU Radio 88.5FM, American University Community Council
Chair Program Subcommittee, Washington DC Department of Health, Health
Information Response Team

YMCA National Capital Board of Directors

MidCity Business Association Board of Directors

PAST AFFILIATIONS

e Organizer, Chair Washington, DC Chapter PARENTS OF MURDERED
CHILDREN (POMC)

e Steering Committee Member , Vice-Chair, Board Of Directors, 14" & U Main
Street Initiative

e Public Safety Chair, Board of Directors, 14™ & U Business And Arts Coalition
(14™ & UBAC)
Member, 3 District Advisory Commission (CAC)
Founder Chair of the PSA 305 Public Safety Association and Vice Chair of 14"
and Main St. Initiative
Public Safety Chair Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1B
Public Safety Chair Cardozo Shaw Neighborhood Association
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PAST COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

President, LeDroit Park Renaissance Committee

Member, LeDroit Park Civic Association

Honored for community involvement with designation of special (low-numbered -
989) license plates by Councilmember Frank Smith, Ward 1

Honored for community involvement by incoming Councilmember Jim Grzham;
reissued special license plates,1999

Volunteer, Washington Hospital Center (Substance Abuse Counseling)
Certificate - 250 hours community service, 1996

Certificate - 500 hours community service, 1996

Tie pin -1000 hours community service, 1997

Certificate - 500 hours community service, 1999.

Volunteer, research assistant, federally funded study of violence in the lives of
Afro-American men UDC 1996

Guest Speaker and conducted workshop - Action for the Homeless” 10" Annual
Statewide Conference, Maryland, October 1997

Volunteer - Andromeda Mental Health Clinic

Recommended for Child Abuse and Neglect Committee by Mayor Marion Barry
and Councilmember Frank Smith, October 1998

Recommended for Local Business Opportunity Commission by

Mayor Marion Barry and Councilmember Frank Smith , October 1998

Member, McKinley Tech High School Alumni Asscciation

Member, Councilmember Jim Graham Steering Committee, 2002

Member, Cardoza - Shaw Neighborhood Association (CSNA), January 2003




Christopher Thompsen, PhD
Biography

Christopher Thompson, PhD is employed by the Boston Police Department as the Community
Policing Neighborhood Coordinator for Area B-2, a section of Boston described as one of the
busiest police district in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with possibly the most violent
aggregate of gang members and criminals. Some of his responsibilities include grant
writing/monitoring, coordination of the District Prostitution Task Force, Problem Properties Task
Force, Multiunit Housing Initiative as well as the Weed & Seed Project [one of the ten best in the
nation and the recipient of the Department of Justice Award for same in 2004].

Dr. Thompson is responsible for the creation and maintenance of a broad array of partnerships
and collaborations in which the District police work cohesively, collaboratively and in
partnership with law enforcement agencies [probation, parole, juvenile, prosecutors on the
federal, state and local levels, sheriff and federal agencies]; as well as other public agencies with
related issues impacting quality of life and public safety; and community-based organizations
who partner with law enforcement. Dr Thompson came to the Police Department with a
distinguished career background in community organization, education, social services,
substance abuse, mental health and evaluation/organizational development.

Dr. Thompson received his PhD from the University of Virginia and his Masters and Bachelor’s
degrees from University of Wisconsin. He has held high level management positions in a
number of state and local government as well as private agencies for the past 35 years and is a
nationally recognized expert in multiple fields. Dr. Thompson is a community activist keenly
engaged in projects such as gang intervention/prevention, domestic violence, trauma recovery,
mental health substance abuse, and reentry.

Dr. Thompson sits on the Board of Directors of Project RIGHT, an organization, which is
comprised of a collaboration of 50 community-based agencies in the Grove Hall section of
Boston. He is President of the Board of Quincy Geneva Housing Corporation, which provides
economic development and affordable housing for over 400 families in the Grove Hall section.

Dr. Thompson sits on the Board of Directors of ROOT (Reaching Out to Others Together), Inc.,
serves as the Treasurer and facilitates the direction of its development. He is an active
participant in a variety of other boards in such areas as peer leadership, trauma intervention,
mental health, substance abuse, community organization, and gang suppression. Dr. Thompson
is a “shaker and a mover” for community empowerment and functioning institutions as well as a
firm believer in the Constitution of the United States, which begins with the words ~’We the

people”.

"Nothing is built on stone; all is built on sand, but we must build as if the sand were stone." Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986); Argentine writer.




COUNTY COUNCIL
Marilynn M. Bland -
WAL Campos

Samuel H. ean

Thomas E. Dernoga
Camille A. Exum

David C. Harringtor:
Torry Knotts

Eric . Olson

Ingrid M. Turner

WHEREAS, nationally one child every three hours are killed by gun
fire, eight children every day are killed by gun fire, and more than 350
children every week are killed by gun fire, and

WHEREAS, the ROOT Incorporated Guns Aside Campaign is an all-
inclusive media campaign which will heighten the consciousness while
raising awareness of the severity of gun violence within our communities and
schools; and

WHEREAS, ROOT, Inc., founded in June 2002, as a non-profit
organization in the District of Columbia, committed to advocacy, education,
and intervention on behalf of individuals and families who have been
victimized by homicides, and the mission of ROOT, Inc. is to motivate and
mobilize communities to take a proactive approach to reducing homicides
and the senseless gun violence occurring in our cities and counties; and

WHEREAS, in one year, more than 80 Americans die from gun
violence, and the number one cause of death for African-American males
between the ages 15-34 is death by gun violence; and

WHEREAS, for every fire arm fatality, there are two non-fatal fire
arm injuries; and

WHEREAS, the Prince George's County Council is pleased to take
this opportunity to recognize and support ROOT, Incorporated for its
implementation of public awareness campaigns.

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Proclaimed by the Prince George'’s
County Council that January 2007 is declared “Guns Aside Campaign
Month,” sponsored by ROOT, Incorporated. FURTHER, all residents and
citizens are encouraged to participate in the non-violence campaigns to
protect our communities.

(U ASe

CAMILLE 4. EXUM DAVID C. HARRINGTON
COUNCIL CHAIR COUNCIL VICE CHAIR




HitLary Ropxam CLINTON
New York

Alnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20510 -3204

Jamuary 26, 2006

Mr. Kenneth E. Barnes
ROOT

2905 11th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Barnes:

Thank you for sharing with me the information on ROOT and
thank you also for your dedicated efforts on behalf of our nation’s
children.

With appreciation, I am

Sincerely yours,

Qﬂl\m\(ﬁouw%hw

Hillary Rodham Clinton




COUNCILMEMBER FENTY

COUNCILMEMBER GRAHAM
COUNCILMEMBER AMBROSE COUNCILMEMBER BARRY COUNCILMEMBER BROWN
COUNCILMEMBER CATANIA CHAIRMAN CROPP COUNCILMEMBER EVANS
COUNCILMEMBER GRAY COUNCILMEMBER MENDELSON COUNCILMEMBER ORANG

COUNCILMEMBER PATTERSON COUNCIMEMBER SCHWARTZ
JANUARY 2006 AS THE GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN AWARENESS MONTH RESOLUTION OF 2005

WHEREAS, ROOT INCORPORATED WAS FOUNDED IN JUNE 2002, AS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATI(
IN THE DISTRICT, COMMITTED TO ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, AND INTERVENTION ON BEHALF OF
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES WHO HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED BY HOMICIDES;

WHEREAS. THE MISSION OF ROOT, INCORPORATED IS TO MOTIVATE AND MOBILIZE
COMMUNITIES TO TAKE A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO REDUCING HOMICIDES AND THE SENSELESS G
VIOLENCE OCCURRING IN OUR CITIES:

WHEREAS, FOR MANY YEARS, RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HAVE WIZWESSED}?J
INCREASE IN GUN-RELATED INCIDENTS AND DEATH IN QUR COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS: .

WHEREAS, FROM JANUARY 2002 TO NOVEMBER 2005, 8,111 ILLEGAL GUNS WERE RECOVERED }
THE METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, JUVENILES, AGES 17 AND UNDER, ARE ASSOCIATED WITH MORE THA]
PERCENT OF RECOVERED CRIME GUNS: i

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, INDIVIDUALS, AGES 18 TO 24 ARE ASSOCIA TED WITH SLIGHTLY MORE
THAN 47 PERCENT OF GUN CRIMES;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY. THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF DEATH FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN
MALES BETWEEN THE AGES OF 15 AND 34 IS DEATH BY GUN VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF DEATH FOR ALL AFRICAN AMERICAN; ’
YOUTH BETWEEN THE AGES OF 15 AND 24 IS DEATH BY GUN VIOLENCE; By

WHEREAS, ON AVERAGE, ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF VICTIMS WHO SUFFER FROM GUN INJURIES ¢
UNINSURED OR ELIGIBLE FOR GOVERNMENT ASSISTED MEDICAL INSURANCE. NATIONALLY, AN =~
ESTIMATED 150,000 PEOPLE ARE TREATED ANNUALLY IN U.S, HOSPITAL EMERGENCY ROOMS FOR .,
NONFATAL GUN-RELATED INJURIES AND APPROXTMATELY 80,000 REQUIRE ADMISSION FOR IN-PATIE
CARE; R




WHEREAS, COST ESTIMATES RANGE FROM $1.4 BILLION TO $4 BILLION ANNUALLYINDIR.ECT
MEDICAL COSTS AND $19 BILLION ANNUALLY IN INDIRECT COSTS, SUCH AS LOST FUTURE EAR]VINGS
AND PERMANENT DISABILITIES:

WHEREAS. FOR EVERY FIREARM FATALITY, THERE ARE TWO NON-FATAL FIREARM INJURIES; ’

WHEREAS, THROUGH COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS, THE GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN WILL
PROACTIVELY APPROACH GUN RELATED VIOLENCE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA:

WHEREAS, THE ROOT INCORPORATED GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE MEDIA
CAMPAIGN WHICH WILL HEIGHTEN THE CONSCIOUSNESS WHILE RAISING AWARENESS OF THE
SEVERITY OF GUN VIOLENCE WITHIN QUR COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS: AND

WHEREAS, THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF .
COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS ROOT INCORPORATED, AND THE IMPLEMENTA TIONC
PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS, SUCH AS THE GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, THAT THIS RESOLUTION MAY BF
CITED AS THE "JANUARY 2006 AS THE GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN AWARENESS MONTH RESOLUTION OF 2

SEC. 2. THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RECOGNIZES ROOT INCORPORATED FO.
THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.




CHAIRMAN GRAY

COUNCILMEMBER BARRY COUNCILMEMBER BARRY COUNCILMEMBER BROWN
COUNCILMEMBER CATANIA COUNCILMEMBER CHEH COUNCILMEMBER EVANS
COUNCILMEMBER MENDELSON COUNCILMEMBER SCHWARTZ COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS, J.
COUNCILMEMBER WELLS

GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN AWARENESS MONTH RESOLUTION OF 2007

WHEREAS, ROOT INC., FOUNDED IN JUNE 2002, IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION IN THE DISTRIC
OF COLUMBIA, COMMITTED TO ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, INTERVENTION ON BEHALF QF INDIVIDUALS
AND FAMILIES WHO HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED BY HOMICIDES, AND MOTIVATING AND MOBILIZING
COMMUNITIES TO TAKE A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO REDUCING HOMICIDES AND SENSELESS GUN
VIOLENCE:

WHEREAS, FOR MANY YEARS, RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HAVE WITNESSED AN
INCREASE IN GUN-RELATED INCIDENTS AND DEATHS IN OUR
COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS;

WHEREAS, SINCE JANUARY 2002 THE METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS RECOVERED -
OVER 8,000 ILLEGAL GUNS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA;

WHEREAS, ROOT INC. SEEXS TO CREATE A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT BETWEEN THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, MARYLAND, AND VIRGINIA TO REDUCE GUN-RELATED VIOLENCE AND YOUTH VIOLENCE::

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY. JUVENILES, AGES 17 AND UNDER, ARE ASSOCIATED WITH MORE YHANJ(
PERCENT OF GUN CRIME;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, YOUTH AGES 18-24 ARE ASSOCIATED WITH SLIGHTLY MORE THAN 47 '
PERCENT OF GUN CRIMES;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, THE SECOND LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR AMERICAN YOUTH
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 15-24 IS DEATH BY GUN VIOLENCE: C

WHEREAS, AMERICA IS LOSING TOO MANY CHILDREN AND YOUTH TO GUN VIOLENCE; - :

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY ONE CHILD IS KILLED EVERY THREE HOURS BY GUN FIRE;



WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, IN ONE YEAR, MORE CHILDREN AND YOUTH DIE FROM GUNFIRE THAN
FROM CANCER, PNEUMONIA, INFLUENZA, ASTHMA, AND HIV/AIDS COMBINED; '

WHEREAS, DAILY, MORE THAN 80 AMERICANS DIE FROM GUN VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS, NATIONALLY, AN ESTIMATED 150,000 PEOPLE ARE TREATED ANNUALLY IN U.S. -
HOSPITAL EMERGENCY ROOMS FOR NONFATAL GUN-RELATED INJURIES AND APPROXIMATELY 80,000
REQUIRE ADMISSION FOR IN-PATIENT CARE, COSTING AS MUCH AS $4 BILLION ANNUALLY IN DIRECT
MEDICAL COSTS; '

WHEREAS, ROOT INC.'S “GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN " IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE MEDIA CAMPAIGN,
HEIGHTENING THE CONSCIOUSNESS AND RAISING THE AWARENESS OF THE SEVERITY OF GUN VIOLEN
WITHIN OUR COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS; AND

WHEREAS, THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RECOGNIZES AND COMMENDS
ROOT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, THAT THIS RESOLUTION MAY BE
CITED AS THE "GUNS ASIDE CAMPAIGN AWARENESS MONTH RESOLUTION OF 2007".

SEC. 2. THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RECOGNIZES AND COMMENDS ROOT INC
FOR ITS SERVICE TO VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND DECLARES THE
MONTH OF JANUARY 2007 AS "GUNS ASIDE MONTH" IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. ’
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around the region S

: “Wcrc oom_o w© havc dlc five
:myoral candidates do 2 Qand A
with high‘school studcnts asking
the candidates “what they plan 10
o not only with vmlcncc bur cdu— :

zation’” ROOT Inc
) addrcssmg thc rcahucs of e'un vxo—

a pa.rt of Lhe 'ca.mp:um, ROOT'
Inc. holds, vigils for: ‘the family

members and friends: of those lost” = T

to gun vxolcnce, arrends coﬂabo

tve meetings with' city officials; -
and ‘attempts, to make pubhc offi=
cials aware of the expénse of gun
Districe “of". ity
- Columbia, cspecmﬂy its u'npact on .

i dhe

violence *

our youth: -

“Guas'. Aside. Month”

working even more diligenty 1w
commemorate | this . maugurai

month ‘with a rigorous schedulé of

© events mvolvm.c young: pcople all
over the city:

gency;”.said Ava; Hz.mson, coorch—ﬁ

naror of the Guns Aside Campaign

for ROOT Inc.
She stated that for the month of
January, ROOT Inc. and its part-

pcople, the Guns
is. mclu ac
January+ ‘has been cspcczaﬂy pivi dmg ;
otal for’the campaign ds Mayor. in
Williams formally declared ]anuary; B
) “in . the~
. Diswict of Columbxa. T"\roubhout L
the month, ROOT, Int. has beeri

v"',rmorﬁma at.9: 30am

:pctratcd by thc msic mdusr.ry'—"
through’ violent: Tyrics via gun- .

- “The goal of the’ c‘}éut on” 1]
301'}1115‘ o’ have 2 mix of middle;

junior, 'and high school students o'
 participate ina - question ‘and-
““answer session with record compa-- -
- fiy executives and discuss’ the Tole
. - of media in music,” Hamison Said. s
“Guns Aside Month’ is- xmpor—‘r,;
want_ because Chief. Ramsey had |
2 prmousiy declared 4 state of emer- -

On Tuesday, - ‘Guns_ Aside will -

" bring the focus back home on local -
“issues. ” Anor_hcr group, of studcnts"

“the ﬁvcvmayoral candidates on the

problems concerning the youth in
the city. Thar forum also starts at
9: 30am

6 / January 19 - 25, 2006 The Washlngton Informes'/wwwwashmgtomnformercom
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Reaching
Out to
Others

Together

(ROOT)

eptember 24, 2001 for many of us
S still holds strong feelings and emo-

tions. Two weeks had not passed
since the most tragic events in American
history. Earlier that day, a tornado ripped
through Laurel, Maryland, and left a path
of chaos and destruction in its aftermath.
That day would also leave the same devas-
tation in one man’s life.

Kenny Barnes, Founder and Chief
Executive Officer of Reaching Out to
Others Together (ROOT), lost his only son,
Kenny Barnes, Jr,, to a senseless act of
violence. Most people cannot imagine the
mind-set of a parent who has recently lost
a child, and what those feelings motivate
in us. Bames channeled that anger and
revenge into positive energy, he focused on
finding the person responsible for his son's
death.

"1 learned that there was an eyewit-
ness who could identify the perpetrator by
sight but did not know who he was," said
Barnes. "Through conversation with vari-
ous sources, [ learned that others had wit-
nessed the murderer as he left the store,”
he adds.

Because of his pursuit for justice by
action, the police were alerted right away
and the killer tumed himself into police
custody within 48 hours. Upon further
investigation, it was discovered that this
person was wanted for two other murders.

Barnes, who received his Masters in
Clinical Psychology from the University of
the District of Columbia and is pursuing a
Doctorate in Clinical Psychology at Loyola
College of Maryland, has embarked on
leaving behind a legacy of change and

help. With the support of
Washington, DC area
business leaders and DC
Councilmernber Jim .
Graham, Barnes founded |
a non-profit organization |
committed to advocacy |-
and intervention on behalf|:
of individuals and fami- |
lies who have been vic-
timized by unsolved ,
homicides. ROOT works |;
with minorities and low-
income families provid-
ing the support system
that is sorely missed in
these groups. The organi-|!
zation's mission is to :
bring visibility and focus §
community and organiza- |
tional resources on these

homicides on behalf of  Kenny Bamnes, founder and CEO of Reaching Out to Others Together
(ROOT), is pictured speaking at his son’s funeral on September 29, 2001,

families, while address-
ing the root causes of the
systematic apathy that fosters a culture of
violence in our youth today.

His tireless efforts have not gone with-
out notice by public officials or community
members. Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton of the District of Columbia
has given her support. On December 3,
2001, Barnes was recognized and com-
memorated for his heroic efforts and partic-
ipation in assisting the police with bringing
his son's murderer to justice and subse-
quently creating ROOT. The council of the
District of Columbia declared it Kenny
Barmes, St. Day in the District of
Columbia.

ROOT held a press conference in
Washington, DC on November 22, which

was the day of sentencing for the murderer
of Kenny Barnes, Jr. Additionally, ROOT
was recently involved in a case where a
mother asked for the organization's assis-
tance in initiating action against her son's
murder. ROQOT's involvement helped lead
to a warrant for the alleged murderer's
arrest.

"At the press conference, we showed
how justice, when a community works in
concert together, can be served.” adds
Bames.

For more information on ROOT, please
contact Kenny Bames, Sr. at
rootceo@yahoo.com.

5 BTV - 4

NOBLE National Dues Are Now Due

Please send your payment to:

We accept payment by check, money order,
purchase order, Visa or Mastercard

P.O. Box 2328
Merrifield, VA
22116-2328

Justice by Action 13
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west Was gton, she said. .
3 “They just dumped him back mto the
home Jennmgssaxd
; SOO :

agam arrested on
The city sent him to

W AR W .I-v -

Since 1986, when the District agreed to make zmprovements
to its juvenile justice system; juvenile arrests Fave plummeted

“;- vll r‘lv "

) beenconmctedofmmesaﬂdplacedundarcztysu

.. But as af June .2002 8 percent of ;uvmzles who fzad

3 ~Center the city’s fu lee;azl and;msrm

and far fewer chzldren -have been sentmced to Oak Hill Youth | had run away from the faalzttes housmg

group home. o } el
Kenneth Barnes Sr helped pohce in-

‘ Vestigate his son's homicide’and now ers; > b

2 nar support g‘roup for famlhe . f

P uring bery
: Northwest Washington clothmgshop Bou~
1 tique U. Four days Iater, Hill was arrest-

‘ been atrested.

s ternal alert to find Hill. By then, he had

s ‘knew that kids were being killed for their-
i’ brand -fiame. coats. an

it i

ini to find him. After all, he was hv1ngw1th

- -his- brother, he 'said, and his mother told

the pohce riever called her.-:-

Ay far as{imow, Coleman said, they
never came,” g

Database Editﬂ?‘ Sarah Cohen and Matra
researcher Boblye Pratt conmbuted to
this report ]

green own Jacket, with the
o emblazoned on the back.
Paul Colefrian, a-17-year-old who liked to
wear his hair in dreadlocks wanted an Ed
die Bauer jacket, too.
He had been charged with possessing a

In February the‘ agency 1ssued an i

been behind bass for 16 months, serving a
105-year sentence at Allenwood
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Carl Tevin

UNITED STATES SENATOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Press Office
February 10, 2006 Phone: 202.228.3685

Make Gun Violence Prevention a Priority

In a speech to the Economic Ciub of Detrojt in May 1999, Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich.,
committed to speak on the jssue of gun crimes each week that the Senate is in session.

This is the 226th week he has continued to live up to his pledge; his remarks follow:

Mr. President, last month was declared “Guns Aside Month” by the D.C. City Council in
honor of the grass-roots campaign known by the same name. The Guns Aside campaign
is run by a D.C. community organization named Reaching Out to Others Together, or

ROOT.

Washington, D.C. resident Kenneth Barnes established ROOT affer his son was shot to
death in 2001. According to its website, ROOT is “committed to advocacy, education,
and intervention on behalf of individuals and families who have been victimized by
homicides. Its mission is to bring visibility and focus community and organizational
resources on these homicides on behalf of families, while addressing the root causes of

the systemic apathy that fosters a culture of violence in our communities today.”

Among other things, Kenneth Barnes and other ROOT members work with the D.C.
police and local and national organizations to help address the needs of families who
have been affected by gun violence and homicide. ROOT also works with community
organizations to develop violence prevention strategies and better coordinate their

efforts.

ROOT's Guns Aside campaign began in September 2004 as a multimedia outreach
program targeted at young people. As part of the campaign, ROOT members have
visited schools and held workshops and mentoiing programs while working to build

cooperative relationships with law enforcement personnel, businesses, and local




government officials. Kenneth Barnes and ROOT recently announced ptans to expand the

Guns Aside program to the top 15 cities affected by gun violence around the country.

ironically, September 29, 2004 marked not only the start of the Guns Aside campaign,
but also the passage of the misnamed “District of Columbia Personal Protection Act” by
the House of Representatives. Among other things, that legistation would repeal local
taws in Washington, D.C. that ban the sale and possession of unregistered firearms,
require firearm registration, impose common sense safe storage requirements, and ban

semiautomatic weapons.

The Senate did not make the mistake of passing that legisiation during the 108th
Congress. However, the bill was reintroduced last year and the National Rifte Association

has labeled it a “top legislative priority” for this year.

I hope that the House and Senate Republican Congressional leadership will reward the
work of organizations like ROOT and reject the efforts of NRA lobbyists. We should
respect the will of the people of Washington, D.C. with regard to local gun safety laws
and work to support the efforts of anti-gun violence organizations around the country by

passing common sense gun safety legislation.




